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By the end of 1871 Lord Mayo had reached the zenith of
popularity in India. Every one of the many departments which
make up the great entity of the government of India found that
his propelling or regulating hand was under the guidance of
a master-mind. Every one of the many provinces visited
hy him acknowledged the readiness of his perception, the
genial manner whereby he entered into local questions, the
cordiality and tact with which he seemed to identify him-
self with the sentiments and genius of the places where he
stopped. The provinces as yet unvisited were looking
forward with hopefulness to a visit from him. He had by
many and varied tours, travelled more than twenty thousand
miles since his arrival in India, of which distance much had
been traversed on horseback. People were dazzled by the
personal vigour thus displayed by him, when they saw that every
tour was followed by some administrative result. In his thir&t
for ocular evidence, he was conscious that at the best he could
learn only a little regarding so vast a country as India; still
no man ever saw so much of India within three years as
he. His public labours and anxieties never dulled the warm
sunshine of his manner towards all with whom he came
in contact. He had maintained a gracious, friendly and con-
ciliatory bearing towards the Native princes and chiefs, not
only at ceremonial receptions but at separate or confidential
interviews. Some of them, indeed, became sincerely attached
to Tmri- A college called after his name had been founded
by biTn at Ajmir in Eajputana for educating the scions and
cadets of princely houses. He had endured cheerfully the
unpopularity which had arisen from the support accorded by
"him to the income tax; but this shadow was but transient,
especially since the diminution in the rate of the tax. There
was that glowing sensation of national progress which always
delights and exhilarates the Indian public, European and Native
combined. The Natives are, indeed, disposed to regard a pro-
gressive epoch with timid circumspection, still even they looked
upon Lord Mayo as a frank and benevolent ruler. Altogether
there was a genial warmth pervading the political atmosphere.
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